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Math – 6th century BC
Physics – 4th century BC
Engineering – 1500s
Economics – later 1700s
Sociology – early 1800s
Psychology – late 1800s
Linguistics – early 1900s
Computer Science – 1960s
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NCCDC was founded in 2004 by a group of educators, students, government 
and industry representatives gathered in San Antonio, Texas, to discuss 
the feasibility and desirability of establishing regular cyber security 
exercises with a uniform structure for post-secondary level 
students. Teams are scored based on their ability to detect and 
respond to outside threats, maintain availability of existing services 
such as mail servers and web servers, respond to business requests 
such as the addition or removal of additional services, and balance 
security needs against business needs.

Cyber Patriot started as a proof of concept in 2009 by the Air Force Association.  
In 2009 9 high school civil air patrol squadrons competed. By 2015, five years 
later, this had grown to 2100 teams. In 2019 it is expected that more than 
5000 teams will compete.  
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Dr. Melissa Dark has worked in cybersecurity education for the past 20 years where 
she has been fortunate to lead a number of creative and impactful projects ranging 
from studying the effect of various representational forms on cryptography learning 
and neural connections to developing cybersecurity concepts lessons for integration 
into the Advanced Placement Computer Science Principles high school course. Her 
early work in cybersecurity education focused on the graduate level and has 
progressively grown down to community college, and now high school, in response 
to two needs: robust cybersecurity literacy among all cyber-citizens and closing the 
cybersecurity workforce gap. In 2015, she founded DARK Enterprises, Inc., a non-
profit which advances the mission of developing, supporting, and stewarding 
cybersecurity education initiatives in the United States. Teach Cyber is a subsidiary of 
DARK Enterprises, Inc. Teach Cyber’s mission (teachcyber.org) is to provide 
resources, training, and support to secondary school educators teaching 
cybersecurity.

Jenny Daugherty is a Research and Curriculum Lead for DARK Enterprises, Inc. I have 
over 15 years of experience in K-12 STEM education with expertise in curriculum 
development, teacher professional development, and educational research and 
evaluation. Jenny began working in cybersecurity education as a GenCyber site visitor 
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http://teachcyber.org/


and was a member of the team who developed the High School Cybersecurity 
Curriculum Guidelines (available on National Cryptologic Foundation websiteyt).
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